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Letter from Editorial
   
 Thank you so much for coming and being apart of Muze Magazine. We 
strive to create something unique,outstanding,something one of a kind. A truly 
timeless compilation of beautiful things.Muze means to move forward as a 
reminder that whatever dreams or goals you may have,there not impossible if you 
keep working towards them. At a young age, I always knew I wanted to do 
something that would challenge me and my creativity. I was always very artistic, I 
would always look at a magazine and be amazed.

After high school, I ended up going to Cosmology School in Los Angeles. While I 
was in school I would get booked for photo shoots, fashion shows, film, and 
television. After I finished school I started putting together shoots for myself to 
network and build portfolios. One day I had a shoot when I needed a stylist and I 
couldn’t find one in a pinch,I chose to style the shoot myself and after that, I was 
hooked.I started styling multiple shoots and also doing makeup and hair and one 
day a lightbulb went off.

At that moment I knew I wanted to expand my scope of work. I wanted to work 
with people with influence. Which resulted in myself pitching to magazines about 
booking celebrities shoots but I would always hit a dead end. Feeling at a 
roadblock, I went to a friend who had a magazine and talked with him which led to 
doing a lot of research and I decided it was time for me to start my own magazine.
For two years,Starting in 2016, I worked on forming my dream into reality.
January 2018 we launched the magazine online,since then we have been growing 
and moving forward and we are happy to officially announce our print issue. It has 
been so much fun working on this with such an amazing team and amazing 
influencers from actors,singers,models and designers,youtubers and much more 
from everyone here at Muze Magazine, a giant thank you for taking this ride with 
us. Hope you stick around this ride is about to be amazing as hell.

We are bold, We are artistic, We are original 

Anessa London 
CEO & Editor-in-chief

CEO & Editor-in-chief 
Anessa London 
Ashira Provost 

Hel lo .avantemagaz ine@gmai l . com 
Sty l e zby london39@gmai l . com 

Senior Writers
Keon Cruz

Ashira Provost 
Julian Neil 

Samantha Stricklin 
Jessy Denis 

Will Heffernan

Photographers
Nicolas Bates 

Jentrie Bentley 
Maries Danila 

Daniel Nguyen  
Shanna Fisher 

Connor Nichols 
Dylan Perlot 

Chris Cruz 
Drake Hackney 

Julia Mindar 
Ethan Choi 

Xavier Albert
Hallo Smith 
Kin Cordell 

Chanelle Barona 
Kelly Balch 

Mark Hanson
Carlos Vaz

Matt Doheny 
Malik Daniels 

Reza Nosrati

Graphic Designer & Editor 
Anthony Houston

Photo Editorial 
DeAngelo Lowance 

David Anthony 

Videographer 
Evan Galeno
David Suarez 
Joel Hodson 

Wardrobe Director 
Modus System 

Location 
The Style Barre 

FD Studios 
BizBabez

Mondrian Los Angeles 
SkyBar LA

The Park Showroom 

Product By 
Stylez by London 

Special Thanks 
Roger & Cowan 

Narrative PR
Persona PR 

Icon PR 
True Publication

MAGAZINE





Suit:Pinko 
Hat:Atousa Ghanizadeh 



00

Lyrica
Anderson

Photography by Kelly Balch
Makeup by Jaquelyn Huerta
Hair by Davontae Washington
Styled by Gregory Mcmiller 

Interview by Ashira Provost

5

INTERVIEW WITH



Jumpsuit:Atousa Ghanizadeh 
Earring:Debora A Malouf 
Shoes:Steve Madden



Where are you originally from?
Los Angeles, CA.

What originally inspired you to take on a music 
career?
My beautiful mother who has been a singer /
songwriter my whole life.

What are you proud of?
Being a Mother to my son Ocean.

Who are some of your biggest influences?
Micheal Jackson, Sade, Aaliyah, and my mother.

Do you have anyone you admire and would love 
to work with in the future?
Drake.

What were the biggest struggles you had to face 
to get to where you are?
Not sleeping with executives and producers but yet 
still getting where I  need to be to reach success as a 
woman.

What is the best advice you have been given?
Never give up and continue to strive and put your 
best foot forward by my mother. 

What new projects are you working on?
Maybe sign under a label again and go big this year 
than what I’ve already done as an independent. 

What is your beauty secret?
Beauty Secret is my skincare line Color Water 
beauty. 

What are your goals for 2021? 
Go platinum chart #1 for myself. 



Jumpsuit:Atousa Ghanizadeh 
Earring:Debora A Malouf 
Shoes:Steve Madden 





Glasses:Givenchy
Trench Coat:Vrede 919 
Bandana:Dolce & Gabbana 
Grey Shirt:Kimia Arya 
Brown Suit:Stile Latino Official 
Boots:Oro
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What originally inspired you to take on an acting 
career? 
Growing up, I would watch actors like Adam Sandler 
and Ben Stiller. They always made me laugh and the 
reason I started acting was to make people laugh on 
a larger scale similar to those guys.

Where are you from? 
I was born and raised in Flushing, Queens, New 
York.

What are you proud of? 
I’m proud of the fanbase I’ve been able to build over 
the years and being able to use my platform not only 
to make people laugh, but to give back and do good 
in the world. 

Who are some of your biggest influences?
My mom, dad, and sisters. They have all taught me 
to follow my dreams no matter what and they 
believed in me when no one else did. I have been 
able to learn valuable lessons from each of them 
throughout my journey of life.

Do you have anyone you admire and would love 
to work with in the future? 
It’s been my dream to work with comedians such as 
Adam Sandler and Dave Chappelle. I grew up 
watching them and they ultimately inspired me to 
pursue a career in acting and comedy. I would also 
love to make the biggest comedy show on Netflix.



Green and Black Leather Jacket: Vrede 919
Shirt: Kimia Arya 
Black Pants: Kesh Limited 
Boots: United Nude 



Hoodie and Shorts set: Particle Fever
Black Boots:ASOS



Tech Vest:Sins of War 
Black Shirt:Kindom 
Blue Pants:Particle Fever 
White Buckle Boots:Pskaufman 



Trench Coat:Particle Fever 
T-Shirt:YJACK 
White Zipper Pants:Sins of War 
Black Sneakers:United Nude 





Jacket:Guess 
Pants:Guess 
Shoes:Aldo 
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What originally inspired you to take on an acting 
career?
I was inspired after I started acting class. I started 
taking classes for fun and never imagined I would 
want a career in acting.  After the first few sessions it 
felt like such a safe space for me and at the time that 
was something I was desperately searching for. I fell 
in love with the art form, the feeling when performing, 
the challenges that came with it, the emotions and 
feelings that go into.  I can’t see myself doing any-
thing outside of acting or the industry. 

What are you proud of?
I’m just proud of getting as far as I have despite the 
many obstacles I’ve encountered in my life. It hasn’t 
always been the easiest road for me but I’m so 
thankful to be where I am today. I now am at a place 
where I feel like everything, I’ve encountered has led 
me to where I am today, and I couldn’t ask for 
anything more right now. 

Who are some of your biggest influences?
I take influences from so many artists, not 
necessarily just actors. Anyone who can take a story 
and make it into a great piece of art. Growing up my 
grandma took care of me when my parents were at 
work. When she would put me to sleep, she would 
always tell me stories, and I always wanted more. 
We would stay up for hours talking and I would have 
so many questions. I think that love of books growing 
up sparked my love for storytelling and fed my 
imagination. 

Do you have anyone you admire and would love 
to work with in the future?
There are several people I would absolutely love 
to work with but I’ll just name a few. I think Sarah 
Paulson has so much range and is talented beyond 
words.  Love her in Ratched. I remember watching 
her in American Horror Story and loving every single 
character she ever played. Kerry Washington’s 
performance in Little Fires Everywhere blew me 
away. Also, Dev Patel is an extremely talented man I 
would be honored to work with and learn from any of 
these actors. 

What were the biggest struggles you had to face 
to get to where you are?
The biggest struggle was dealing with rejection. I 
must have gone to a hundred commercial auditions 
and booked zero. When I got the audition for Grand 
Army I thought “I can’t even book a commercial.... 
here goes nothing”.   My parents were starting to 
push me in a more academic direction since I was 
not booking any acting jobs, which was hard because 
that was not what I wanted. 

What is the best advice you have been given?
My acting coach, Christina Collins, said in my first 
class “If you have a plan B it means you aren’t really 
going for plan A”. I think that really sparked 
something in me and I thought okay I must put 
everything into this if I really want it. 

How do you stay in shape?
Seeing as I come from an athletic background 
staying in shape has and always will be important for 
me. I’ve been working out with the same trainer for 
several years and she’s a good family friend. I have 
recently I’ve taken up boxing and Muay Thai. I like 
finding fun ways to stay in shape, keep it interesting.

What is your beauty secret? 
Okay so funny story, my mom owns a spa. I guess 
she’s my beauty secret, whenever my skin Is feeling 
a little dull, dry or I break out I can just ask her for a 
facial!  She’s also the only person to ever touch my 
eyebrows... I trust NO ONE else. 

What would you say to someone who wants to 
become an actor or actress?
I would say just don’t give up, believe in yourself and 
your abilities and keep pushing. Also keep training 
and working on your craft. Not everything is always 
going to go your way and just accept that and trust 
when things are meant to happen, they will. 

What other new projects are you working on?
I am currently auditioning.



Shirt:Topshop 
Bra:Tommy Hilfiger 
Overall:Zara 



Shirt:Topshop 
Bra:Tommy Hilfiger 
Overall:Zara 



Dress:H&M 







Top: Martine Rose
Bottom: Martine Rose
Chain: Anne Sisterton

Bracelet: Anne Sisterton
Rings: Vintage
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What originally inspired you to take on an acting 
career?
Well, I always watched films growing up. Whether it 
was human actors or animated, I was always 
infatuated with cinema. Then when I was a 
sophomore in high school, I got my first opportunity 
to star in a theatre production. From that moment on 
I was HOOKED. 

What are you proud of?
A LOT. Definitely proud of my family and where they 
came from and the life they were able to provide 
for me. I’m proud of my career so far, and all of the 
wonderful people I have met through doing what I do. 
Definitely more stuff but that’s a bit too personal. 

Who are some of your biggest influences?
KOBE. Kobe Bryant. Since I was 6 years old. Mac 
Miller. Brad Pitt, Leonardo DiCaprio. The list goes 
on and on. I’m somewhat of a sponge to that kind of 
stuff. 

Do you have anyone you admire and would love 
to work with in the future?
BRAD PITT, PERIOD. 

What were the biggest struggles you had to face 
to get to where you are?
In my high school I was surrounded by a lot of bad 
influences which led to a very unhealthy and 
dangerous lifestyle. Luckily acting saved my life in 
many ways. It gave me something to spend my time 
and energy on. It’s so cliche but it really did get me 
out of a very dark time in my life. 

What is the best advice you have been given?
I’ve been very fortunate to come across a lot of 
people with incredible advice. I don’t know if I can 
pinpoint it to just one moment. 

 

How do you stay in shape?
Eat well, drink lots of water, sauna, exercise.

What is your beauty secret? 
This question is a first lol. I guess drinking really 
good water, sleeping well and eating well. 

What would you say to someone who wants to 
become an actor or actress?
Make sure its something you’re truly ready to 
dedicate your time and energy to. Because it is a 
very difficult industry to break into, but very possible 
if you work your ass off. 

What other new projects are you working on?
Lone Star keeps me extremely busy, but I guess 
music. I’ve been making some epic vibez with my 
best friend. Stay tuned... 

 



Tank:Bottega Veneta 
Pant:TooGood
Blazer: Balmain
Jewelry: Anne Sisterton 
Rings: Vintage



Coat:Saint Laurent
Pants:Saint Laurent

Tank:The Row
Sunglasses: Saint Laurent

Jewelry: Anne Sisterton



Coat: Saint Laurent
Pants: Saint Laurent
Tank: The Row
Sunglasses: Saint Laurent
Jewelry: Anne Sisterton
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What originally inspired you to take on an acting 
career?
I grew up watching a lot of adventure movies on the 
weekends and I always found them so fascinating. 
The characters were larger than life, the situations 
were always dramatic (or at the very least, 
humorous), and the movies left me feeling energized 
and imaginative. Some years later, I was informed 
that acting could be a possible career path and I 
haven’t looked back since.

What are you proud of?
My family. I have a large extended family and we all 
keep in touch and get together nearly every
Thanksgiving to socialize and reconnect. It’s not 
possible this year, but we’re planning to eat some 
turkey virtually.

Who are some of your biggest influences?
I’ve been inspired by numerous artists over the 
years, but if I had to choose a few to mention by 
name, I’d say: Jackie Chan, Will Smith, and Tom 
Cruise. They all share a similar trait in that they have 
a tremendous amount of fun on every project they’re 
involved in, but also an extreme technical prowess 
that pushes the boundaries of entertainment.

Do you have anyone you admire and would love 
to work with in the future?
Honestly, any one of those guys, but also Oprah. I 
think she’s a legend and has great instincts.

What were the biggest struggles you had to face 
to get to where you are?
Oh, man... where to start? This business can be very 
difficult to break into. The largest struggle was sim-
ply the dearth of roles for BIPOC actors. And due to 
that, there was this tremendous unnecessary weight 
on every audition. You had to make the most of it 
because who knows when the next one would come 
along?

What is the best advice you have been given?
Simply to keep going and to trust in the process. I 
worked briefly with Neil Flynn on a show and he 
basically told me as much. It was great advice at a 
time when I felt like I had fallen into a rut. He has no 
idea how impactful our conversation was, but I 
recommitted myself to the profession that day and it 
has made all the difference.

How do you stay in shape?
I’m not a gym person and I never have been, so I 
workout from home in the late evenings. Some of my 
friends think I’m a lunatic for exercising before bed, 
but it oddly helps me sleep.

What would you say to someone who wants to 
become an actor or actress?
DO IT. But make sure it is your passion. If you are 
passionate about literally anything else, I’d say go for 
that because statistically you’ll be much more 
successful. That being said, if there is truly nothing 
else you’d rather do than act, dive in and don’t look 
back.

What other new projects are you working on?
I have an animated series premiering on Apple TV+ 
that I’ve been able to record from home and it’s a 
sheer joy to work on!  It’s called DOUG UNPLUGS 
and it’s out November 13th.  And with the release of 
HAPPIEST SEASON on November 25th on Hulu, 
this month has been full of excitement!



Shirt:Zara 
Jacket:Zara 



Sweater:Asos
Pants:Topman 





Floral shirt:Uniqlo 
Denim jacket:GCDS
Pants:Dries Van Noten
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What originally inspired you to take on an acting 
and singing career?
I always had a passion to entertain at a very young 
age and it was something that I always pictured 
myself doing.

What are you proud of?
My team. And how far I’ve been able to come. I 
would be nothing without the support of the people 
around me and there have definitely been some 
hiccups and rocks thrown in the road along the way. 
No matter what, I’ve always been able to get back up 
and keep moving forward.

Who are some of your biggest influences?
Justin Timberlake, Bruno Mars, and Justin Bieber to 
name a few. Also, my grandma, she’s really inspired 
me throughout my life.

Do you have anyone you admire and would love 
to work with in the future?
Definitely my brother Timmy Johnson! Man is up and 
coming and I think everyone should stay tuned to 
him. Also, Levin Kali would be a super dope artist to 
work with.

What were the biggest struggles you had to face 
to get to where you are?
To live up to perfection. When I finally understood 
that I would never be able to obtain that, I was able 
to let go of some of my insecurities. Also, temptations 
throughout the industry are very prevalent, which 
I feel like people don’t like to speak upon, but it is 
something that a lot of artists definitely struggle with.

What is the best advice you have been given?
That’s a hard one! God tells me to love each and 
every person no matter who we are, I think those are 
some words that even I forget to live by, but I try my 
very best everyday!

How do you stay in shape?
First, I gotta get my mind right because if you’re not 
mentally in it, then it’s gonna be really hard for your 
body to follow along. I like to pray and meditate, I 
also REALLY like to surf!
 

 What new projects are you working on?
Finding Ohana on Netflix January 29th! I got my 
single “All I Wanna Do” coming in February!

What are your goals for 2021?
Spread more Love and positivity! Always. Also, I am 
trying really to go back to school and start up College 
this year!



Jacket:Dickies
Pants:Dickies
Chain:Vitaly 
Boots:BASS 



Hoodie:Essentials
Sweat pants:Essentials 
Jacket:Zara Men 
Shoes:UGG



Vest:Salt Murphy 
Pants:Zara Men
Belt bag:Valentino 
Shoes:Maison Margiela 
Bracelet:Vitaly 



Jacket:Dickies
Pants:Dickies

Chain:Vitaly 
Boots:BASS 





Dress:Jagged Hanger 
Jewelry:ivi
Shoes:Aldo 
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What originally inspired you to take on an acting 
career?
Nothing, in particular, inspired me per se. I started at 
the age of seven, and being so young, I had no 
concept of what a career was. I just wanted to 
entertain, and I enjoyed being on Nickelodeon and 
Disney sets. They were so much fun for me as a kid! 
It wasn’t until I got older that I started seriously 
thinking about turning this into a career.

What are you proud of?
I’m proud of the person that I am today. Being in 
being in the entertainment industry, it’s easy to get 
caught up in things that can go against one’s 
character. Luckily, I’ve never had to compromise my 
values or morals. I’ve always stood in my integrity. 
I’m also very proud of Salt-N-Pepa. It was an honor 
to have Cheryl choose me to help tell her story in the 
movie.

Who are some of your biggest influences?
My mother is my influence. Throughout my life, she’s 
always told me to be my very best no matter what 
it is I choose to do with my life! And to stay true to 
myself.

Do you have anyone you admire and would love 
to work with in the future?
Yes, I would love to work with Kerry Washington and 
Ava Duvernay sometime in the future. To be on set 
with them and learn from them would be a dream 
come true for me!

What were the biggest struggles you had to face 
to get to where you are?
Self-esteem is definitely a struggle that I had to 
overcome and a struggle I feel most entertainers 
face. Going through seasons of not booking while 
your peers are isn’t the most comforting thing to 
watch. Yes, you are proud and happy for them, but 
sometimes you can help but ask, “when is my time 
coming?” Once you overcome that hurdle, you’re in a 
great place.

 

What is the best advice you have been given?
The best advice I’ve been given is being told that I 
am enough. 

How do you stay in shape?
I love to workout. When COVID-19 hit, I started 
working out on Zoom Monday through Friday with my 
girlfriends to keep up my routine. I also maintain a 
pretty good diet.

What is your beauty secret?
My skincare regimen. Every girl should have a 
faithful skin routine, in my opinion. I swear by the 
Urban Skin Rx products I use.

What would you say to someone who wants to 
become an actor or actress?
You are enough! Always do your best then release 
it, trust your work, and have faith! What is meant for 
you will be for you, and nothing can change that. 
A good example of this is, when I auditioned for 
Salt-N-Pepa, I messed up my rap and thought for 
sure I wouldn’t get a callback. When I left the room, 
I released it and moved on. As it turns out, what was 
meant for me came back to me, and I had the 
opportunity to be a part of this amazing project. 

What other new projects are you working on? 
I recently booked a role as a new character on the 
third season of CW’s “All American.” I play a musical 
artist on that as well, and I’m excited to explore that 
arc. The CW is a great network to be a part of, so I 
hope the writers see longevity with my character and 
want to see her storyline grow.



Dress:Vassalloatelier
Jewelry:ivi



Dress:Keama
Jewelry:Debora A. Malouf 



Suit:Megan Renee
Jewelry:ivi 



Jumpsuit:Izayla
Jewelry:ivi





Jacket:Giorgia Maya Firenze 
Turtleneck:A.P.C 
Pants:A.P.C 
Shoes:A.P.C 
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What originally inspired you to take on an acting 
career?
I’ve always imagined myself in movies. As bigger 
than life characters. Exploring and creating worlds 
we could never visit in real life. I’ve always been so 
captivated by the escapism of film, of storytelling, 
and how it can be such a powerful and inspiring 
medium to make change.

What are you proud of?
I’m proud of the work I’ve accomplished so far, but 
more importantly, I’m proud of the team who’s had 
my back since day one: My parents. Sacrificing all 
they have for me to be out here, for endlessly 
supporting me, and believing this is my path. I 
wouldn’t be here without them.

Who are some of your biggest influences?
In the acting/filmmaking world, Tom Cruise has 
definitely been one of my greatest inspirations; I 
aspire to do the types of films he does: Action with 
great heart. Robert Downey Jr. of course, his journey 
is incredible, and I’ll never forget watching Iron Man 
in the theatre as a kid; that’s really where it all started 
for me, what started that passion.

Do you have anyone you admire and would love 
to work with in the future?
I’d say Christopher Nolan, in terms of directors, he 
just doesn’t miss. His stories are so unique and 
HUGE. His films always feel HUGE. But at the heart? 
There’s always a great, real, human story to his films. 
And I hope to be a part of that one day.

What were the biggest struggles you had to face 
to get to where you are?
Dealing with the “No’s”. It’s still something I struggle 
with. When a part comes your way and it just feels 
right, it feels like YOU, and you put your heart and 
soul into it, do a great job, and you still don’t get that 
part? That’s heartbreak. So being able to let go and 
not be so attached to parts I love is imperative, but 
it’s still something I’m working on today.

What is the best advice you have been given?
“Move On.” Some of the best advice I’ve ever re-
ceived, and it came from Mark Wahlberg on the set 
of Joe Bell. We had been talking about how he got 
where he is, how I need to run my career, and he 
said “Let go, Move on. That next thing is right around 
the corner.” Best advice he could’ve given me.

How do you stay in shape?
Eating! I’m a very light guy, so eating is something 
I sort of have to force myself to do in order to stay 
in shape. I’m also an avid runner and martial artist! 
Martial arts are a big staple in my life, it keeps me 
grounded.

What would you say to someone who wants to 
become an actor or actress?
Best advice? I’d say, write and make your own stuff. 
Write a scene, make yourself a reel to show agents 
and managers, put it online, focus on the art of it. 
Write things you’d want to be cast in, characters you 
want to play, focus on that image. If you believe in it, 
they will too.

What other new projects are you working on?
I definitely have some exciting things coming up, but 
unfortunately, I can’t say much! Soon though, soon.



Shirt:Kimia Arya 
Vest:Jahvan Trois
Pants:A.P.C 



Jacket:Kimia Arya 
Shorts:Kimia Arya



Jacket:Kimia Arya 
Pants:A.P.C



Dress:Annakiki
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What originally inspired you to take on an acting 
career?
I’ve always loved acting, for as long as I can 
remember I’ve always enjoyed putting on
performances for my family. I mean, there’s legit 
baby videos of me where as soon as I saw a camera, 
I would break out into some act or dance. I didn’t 
grow up rich, but my parents made sure we spent 
quality time with what we had, and movies were a 
part of that. We would always go to the AMC on 42nd 
street, or sometimes if they weren’t playing the movie 
we wanted to see, we would cross the street to Regal 
(lol). It created memories I will never forget and 
cherish forever, and that’s something I wanted to give 
to someone else. Another reason is that there’s a 
whole world behind the camera that was always so 
interesting to me, and I’ve wanted to know what went 
into creating a movie or tv show from start to finish. 
I also really love taking on the challenges that come 
when becoming these complex characters. I’m able 
to give them a voice, and I’m able to help share their 
story. It’s fun to embody someone different, see the 
world through their eyes, feel their pain, and enjoy 
their enjoyment. I love knowing that the work I’ve 
created will be put out for everyone to enjoy and 
make memories the same way I did growing up.
 
What are you proud of?
One of the things I’m proud of is myself. I don’t want 
it to come off as overly confident; because that’s not 
who I am, but you have to understand where I come 
from. No one has ever made it out of my hood, and 
seeing how far I’ve come sometimes makes me 
want to cry because, man, I made it, and I know no 
success is permanent, but I’m living in the moment 
and taking advantage of my platform to inspire girls 
just like me. I could have easily given up so many 
times on myself and my dreams, but I didn’t. I fought 
and overcame so many obstacles. There were times 
where people would laugh at me when I would 
mention, “I want to be an actor!” There were also 
moments where it seemed like it wouldn’t happen for 
me, moments that almost seemed permanent, and it 
scared the heck out of me. I wanted better for myself 
and for my family. I want to make my parents proud 
and inspire young girls from my neighborhood to 
show them that they, too, can set out to be anything 
they want. There was a part of me that even when I 

told myself, “this is it, I’m done!” my mind and heart 
wouldn’t allow it, and it was because of that; that fire 
in me that I continued to work towards my dreams. I 
never once had a plan B, and I told myself it’s 
acting or nothing at all because acting always has 
and will forever be my passion, and from a very 
young age, I’ve always known that. I didn’t care how 
long it would take for me to “make it”. I’ve committed 
fully to this, and I will die trying.
 
Who are some of your biggest influences?
There are so many! But for sure, 
my top 5 have to be: Jennifer Lopez, 
Gina Rodriguez, and Selena Quintanilla. These 
women are the definition of hard work and 
perseverance! When I would feel my lowest, I would 
always YouTube their interviews to hear how they 
made it and overcame their struggles. It’s important 
to have role models or mentors in your life because 
these are the people who will help you through your 
most challenging days, knowing that they too have 
gone through similar situations. These women have 
inspired me to keep going; what I love most about 
them is how I can relate to them. For one, I can see 
myself represented in them, and they are prime 
examples of how resilient and strong and determined 
we can be! Another reason they’ve 
influenced my life is by being genuine in who they 
are. I know that no matter how far I go, I will always 
turn to them for inspiration! 
 
Do you have anyone you admire and would love 
to work with in the future? 
Of course! Again, so many!!! I want to work with 
everyone at least once, lol. Seriously, I can’t pick just 
a few. I wish I can mention everyone here. BUT if I 
had to name a few, It would be everyone I’ve 
mentioned above and adding: Leonardo DiCaprio, 
America Ferrera, Shonda Rhimes, Stephen 
Spielberg & Reese Witherspoon. I always watch 
their work; it brings me joy and sparks creativity in 
me. When I see their work on screen or behind the 
camera, I get all these ideas run through my mind. 
It’s like food for my brain. And I know there’s no 
better way to learn from them than being able to work 
alongside them and pick their brain! These people 
(not limited to) are just so great at what they do that 
it’ll be a dream come true to work with these legends. 
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And I know Selena isn’t around anymore, but it would 
have been a dream to have even met her. 
 
What were the biggest struggles you had to face 
to get to where you are?
I faced so many; It was like, each time I encountered 
something and overcame it, there was something 
else just waiting to show up that I had to accept. A 
lot of my childhood was self-teachings, from learning 
how to even begin a career in acting to 
understanding that I would be looked at and judged 
differently because of how I looked or spoke or 
where I grew up. I was a bit naive and thought 
everyone would give me the same chance as the 
next girl. But unfortunately, that wasn’t true; there 
were many nights of tears and anger because I felt 
like I wasn’t enough. I remember some of my first 
auditions because they were terrifying; I had to go in 
doing more than the average. I come from the hood, 
so it’s not like someone handed me a book on this 
stuff or had access to the right resources. I learned 
by searching for hours on the internet, reading article 
after article. I even attended this acting class that 
charged way too much and was a bit of a scam. I 
mean, I’m just a kid on the internet; how was I 
supposed to know?! Lol, I saw acting, and the fact 
that they would supposedly teach me everything I 
needed to know, was good enough for me. I felt so 
bad for my parents having to put in the money they 
did. Honestly, they couldn’t afford that, but they did 
it anyway. They did it to support my dreams, and it 
didn’t stop there; my parents always tried their best. 
There was this feeling of needing to achieve 
greatness; I wanted to prove that they didn’t do this 
or nothing. Some of my first couple of auditions were 
terrifying. From the moment you walked into that 
audition room, there was this energy of 
anxiousness and competition; I saw girls with their 
parents knowing what to do; meanwhile, I had to 
educate my parents on what to do and say. 
Sometimes you would see how the other parents 
would judge us, which made me want to scream. I 
just wanted a fair shot. As I was teaching them, I was 
teaching myself, and I had to continue to learn on my 
own, and it was hard because people never gave me 
a helping hand. I also realized that people saw me in 
either of two ways: too Latina or not Latina enough. 
There was no “section” that portrayed me, and it 

made me feel like I didn’t belong. This is why Daisy’s 
character means so much to me because I know she 
will inspire, resemble, and represent girls just like 
me.
 
What is the best advice you have been given?
There’s a few that top that list. Some of the best 
advice I’ve ever gotten was 1. Always be yourself 
2. Your story is everything 3. You become what you 
think about 4. When opportunity meets preparation, 
they call that luck, and 5. Learn how to turn any 
negative situation into a positive one. These are the 
ones I try to live by every day. I also want to point out 
that no matter how far your dreams may seem, if you 
want it badly enough, it’ll be yours. Oh! and always 
invest in yourself! 
 
How do you stay in shape? 
Staying in shape has always been a struggle for me. 
My fitness journey was never one I felt like I had a 
grasp on. I’ve had this love-hate relationship with my 
legs; it took a lot of my confidence away in auditions; 
when I would see the other girls who were also up for 
the role, it would make me lose focus, and all I can 
think about was my legs! I was always the “thicker” 
one, and subconsciously I would compare myself 
to them. Sadly, I’ve wasted so much time doing that 
because now I can see that not loving all of me was 
only hurting me and stopping me from becoming the 
best version of myself and possibly even booking the 
job! In 2015, things changed for me; thankfully, I met 
Nate. I’ve learned about the importance of the body, 
mind, and soul and how everything connects. For the 
past 5+ years, He’s helped me prepare for roles so 
that I can feel my best self. He’s also helped me with 
my legs and gave me the confidence I was missing. 
I’m still not where I want to be fitness-wise, but I’m 
getting closer each day, and knowing that I’m 
working on myself inside and out, I can confidently 
walk into an audition room (or anywhere really) and 
give my best. Also, he’s so great and loves what he 
does that he created a business out of it; if you’re 
reading this and need help, my boyfriend is the 
perfect coach! You can check him out at dreamfitllc.
com. We also have a YouTube channel [LoveAcross
TheHudson] where we’ve been documenting our 
lives, and you can see firsthand how far we’ve come. 
And remember, it’s all about balance. Find what 
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works for you as we all are unique and respond to 
things differently. 
 
What is your beauty secret? 
You know, I don’t have much of a beauty secret. I’d 
say it’s correlated with my fitness answer. The more 
you feel good on the inside, the more you’ll look and 
feel good on the outside. But I do have a small 
nighttime routine I follow. No matter how tired I am, 
I wash my face and then apply some hydrating lotion 
mixed with some natural oils. I like to keep it simple, 
and I think when you try to overdo it with the 
products, it can get overwhelming, and you won’t 
stick to your routine. I really like to let my skin 
breathe as often as possible. Embrace your natural 
state! Don’t be afraid of a bare-faced you, remember 
we’re all beautiful! Oh! Also, eat organic and nourish 
your body. Be kind to yourself, be patient, and love 
yourself. When you are in tune with who you are and 
who you’re meant to be, you’ll hold this energy that’ll 
speak volumes before you even say a word *insert 
winky face emoji* p.s. Working out and sweating help 
release toxins out of your body; it’s a natural way to 
detox! 
 
What would you say to someone who wants to 
become an actor or actress?
Go for it!! Like anything in life, the only way toknow 
if it’s something you want to do, you have to try it 
for yourself. You have to be okay with rejection and 
the uncertainty of this industry. If you aren’t willing to 
dedicate your entire life to it, then don’t do it. Acting 
can be a long tireless journey for some, and you 
must know that there will be days, weeks & months 
(or even 2ish years if you’re me) where it’ll be quiet, 
and there’s no work in sight, but during those times 
you must trust in the process and continue to work 
on your skill. Read books, study plays, attend shows, 
join an improv class, do something that’ll allow you 
to learn more about the craft. This industry is so 
unpredictable that you need to be ready for anything. 
It’s more than just lines on a page. It’s work. There’s 
preparation; there’s vulnerability. You have to feel 
comfortable making choices outside of yourself to 
make these characters believable on-screen; it can 
also be 14 hour days, so if you don’t really love
 it- don’t get yourself stuck doing a job for 14+ hours 
lol and earllllly af call times. When I have late nights 

and early call times, I know that it’s for something I 
love doing. Lastly, there’s a role for everyone, so 
understand that everyone’s path is different, and 
if you don’t get the part you wanted, it’s because 
there’s one meant just for you right around the 
corner, so never give up!
 
What other new projects are you working on? 
I just finished up my first lead in a film! We shot in 
Louisville, Kentucky, and I’ve never been there 
before, so I got to explore the real fun city side. The 
film is a thriller, and we’re hopeful for a release this 
year! It’s a bit different from the roles I’ve played 
before, and I love that; I love taking on parts that are 
different from the one before. As far as future 
projects, I’m feeling pretty confident for season 2 of 
Saved By The Bell; we’ve got so many great reviews 
(by the way, all ten episodes are available on 
PeacockTV). Everyone I’ve come across tells me 
how much they love the show and want more, so it’s 
all a waiting game at this point. I love my character 
and want to keep playing and learning from Daisy 
more. I’m not ready to let her go! lol. In the 
meantime, I got my eyes on a few projects I would 
love to be a part of, there’s some superheroes I’m 
interested in, and I think having a Latinx superhero 
would be huge for our community! I would also love 
to do more movies, a real action pack film where I 
have to train for like four months before filming lol. I 
want to do my own stunts and be badass. I’m just a 
girl that loves acting who’s ready to take on any role 
and give my all to it! With my team’s support by my 
side, I know there’s nothing I can’t do! 
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What originally inspired you to take on an acting 
career?
I always loved the idea of stepping into someone 
else’s reality. When I was younger, every time I 
watched a movie I would then pretend to be my 
favorite character for the rest of the day. When I 
discovered that could be a career, I knew it was what 
I wanted to do. 

What are you proud of?
I’m proud of my values. I would do absolutely 
anything for the people I love most, and I prioritize 
those relationships over everything. Also, my Sag 
Awards are pretty damn cool!

Who are some of your biggest influences?
My mom and my grandma. They perfected the 
balance of being incredibly selfless and kind, yet 
having a fire within and strength to hold their own. 
That is the kind of woman I aspire to be.

Do you have anyone you admire and would love 
to work with in the future?
Honestly, I feel so blessed to work with all the 
incredible people I work with now. I really love Bill 
Hader though so working with him would be really 
cool.

What were the biggest struggles you had to face 
to get to where you are?
My biggest struggle was and still is my own 
insecurities. I’m constantly working on my 
self-confidence and feeling like I am enough.  I 
choose to accept my insecurities and push through 
them rather than trying to pretend they aren’t there. 
I remind myself to get out of my own way and never 
be my own obstacle which is sometimes easier said 
than done.

 

What is the best advice you have been given?
While you obsess about the past or worry about the 
future, you letting the present moments slip away so 
focus on living in the present. 

What is your beauty secret?
Authenticity is beautiful to me. Changing yourself to 
fit other people’s idea of beautiful is lame. Also, 
everyone says to drink a lot of water but I need to 
work on that one. 

What would you say to someone who wants to 
become an actor or actress?
Always put 100% of your effort into everything so that 
you don’t live with any regrets. This industry comes 
with a lot of rejection, but it will be easier to accept 
that when you know you did all that you could. Also, 
don’t doubt your talent just because you get a “no”. 
Sometimes, you just aren’t right for that role, but 
there could be another role waiting for you. 

What other new projects are you working on?
Definitely focused on This Is Us right now and 
especially grateful we are able to be working during 
this time. I’m also always working on music whether 
it be for myself or to release at some point.
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